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Bow Wave: 

Welcome to the winter edition of Waveguide and the first for 2012. Despite this being 

the óoff seasonô very few weekends have passed when the lake has been devoid of our 

memberôs boats, and so far, weôve had no ice to curtail most peopleôs activities; I say 

ómost peopleô as I know that Larry really enjoys running his hovercraft on the ice, 

well Larry, we could still get some? We have contributions this time from Angela 

Mears, Peter Moffat and Dave Wiggins. I hope you find something of interest. 

Our cover picture this time shows a fleet of mixed class sail boats in some autumn sun 

last September Ƽ 

News in Brief: 

Subscriptions 

The Committee thank the many members who paid their subs at the December AGM; 
the January meeting and the pond-side Frostbite Regatta. However, at the time of 

writing, many still hadnôt paid and if youôre reading this, and have not yet paid your 

subs, you are now in arrears for 2012. 

The normal adult membership fee, due 1st January is still only £20, Joint membership, 

with Spouse/Partner, Father/Junior etc is £30, payable to: 

John Saterlay, Treasurer SMPBC, 80 Glovers Field, Kelvedon Hatch, Brentwood, 

Essex, CM15 0BD. 

Prompt payment will be appreciated as members who have not renewed by the 31st 

March will be removed from the membership list (in accordance with Rule5.2.). 

Thank you, John Saterlay. 

Committee: 

We are very pleased to welcome three new members to the committee. Angela Mears 

has taken on the óchallengeô of the Sailing Secretaryôs role and Iôm certain that her 

infectious enthusiasm will continue to swell the ranks of the sailing skippers. Angela 

has written a piece for inclusion in this Waveguide and Iôm hoping I can persuade her 
to make a regular contribution. Ray Malone has agreed to take on the role of Scale 

Secretary, which I believe he has held in the past. We all know that Rayôs particular 

speciality is óTugsô and Iôm certain that this will be reflected in some of the Scale 

events, he has already re-introduced óTug Towingô events to the programme, which 

Iôm particularly looking forward to as it will provide some new photo opportunities 

for inclusion in the Waveguide. Thirdly, Peter Moffat has volunteered to become the 

Fast Electric Secretary. Iôm confident that Peterôs óun-flappableô approach, coupled 

with his proven technical knowledge in this field will provide some enjoyable racingƼ  
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Prototype Cup and óGo-Fastô trophy 

The presentations and judging for these trophies was held at our first meeting at the 
Unitarian Meeting Hall back in October, however, as Iôd got the autumn Waveguide 

almost complete at that time, I held the report over for this issue. It was good to see 

this event was well supported, Iôm conscious of the fact that we have possibly not 

promoted the event sufficiently in the past and will make an effort to do something 

about this next time. 

For those not familiar with the Club rules relating to the óPrototype Cupô the 

following is a summary of the rules: The model must be constructed solely by the 

entrant; may only win the trophy once; must be working and have been seen on the 
water by a Committee Member in the same season as the judging.  

Entrants are award points for the standard of workmanship and the accuracy of the 

scale. If the model is a óFreelanceô design then workmanship and general appearance 

are the only parameters of judging. If the engine is homemade and of good standard it 

is more likely to win over a commercial engine, the same will apply to the model and 

its fittings, i.e. a 100% home built model will score over a model which has some 

óbought inô parts and fittings. 

Three members entered their scratch built models for the óPrototype Cupô all of which 

meet the criteria noted above. Each entrant gave a short presentation on their model. 

It was good to see Dennis Bailey 

entering a model that was a 
significant departure from his more 

recently built óBone Boatsô that I 

featured in Waveguide some time 

back. However, Dennis has been 

building model boats for many 

years, so his recently built Beam 

Trawler BM-28 was far from being 

unusual for him. 

The model, measuring 26" long with 

a beam of 7", to a scale of 1:35, was 

built to a free plan issued around 

2000 for óSea Ladyô designed by 

James Pottenger - rigged for 

trawling for Scallops, The hull construction was plank on frame and Dennis prepared 

his own planking from larger section stock. The wheel house was built from 1mm ply, 

the mast and booms from brass tubing and the trawl gantry from styrene. Lights were 

installed for the main and stern decks, search light and interior lighting to wheelhouse. 

The craft was powered by a 6v óMonopermô motor and controlled from a 2 channel 

27mhz radio with a Bobôs Models speed controller. 
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Roy Williams entered his 

Scottish fishing boat 

óPathfinderô Roy stumbled 

across the full size vessel on a 

trip to Scotland some years ago 

and was able to take some 
pictures of it while on its 

mooring. He subsequently 

scratch built the model solely 

from his pictures to a scale of 

about 1/32nd. Whatôs particularly 

unusual about this model is 

Royôs novel method of 

construction, and the materials 

used; he chose to ólay-upô the 

hull over a wooden plug using 

strips of aluminium litho plate, obtained for free as scrap material, all held together 

with epoxy resin. The deck and wheelhouse are made from cardboard, overlaid with 
coffee stirrers; and the motor, well thatôs out of a defunct video player, driving 

through reduction pulleys using a rubber óOô ring. 

Paul Dôarch: entered his 1/12th scale 

model of the classic Thames steam 

launch óVictoriaô, built around 1900, 

of 30 feet 6 inches long. The model is 

based on a mahogany plank on frame 
hull, scratch built to plans from 

óModel Boatsô plans service, 

providing detail and lines only. Paul 

also scratch built the steam plant, 

which is a twin cylinder oscillating 

engine with 5/16th" bore and 1/2" 

stroke, producing a speed of around 400rpm. Paul explained that the hull was 

particularly difficult to build as there is a ódepressionô in the bottom of the hull above 

the propeller. 
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The óGo Fast Trophyô is awarded for the best óKit builtô model entered. The Club 
rules require that the model must be built solely by the entrant from a kit, the model 

may only win the trophy once and must have competed in and completed at least one 

round of a SMPBC Club Regatta in the same season as the judging. The judges will 

award points for the standard of workmanship and overall appearance. If the óengineô 

is home made, and of good standard, it is more likely to win over a commercial 

engine. 

Carl Thursby  entered his 

óBillingsô kit built óSt 
Canuteô; built to a scale 

1:50 producing a length 

65cm and a beam 15.5cm. 

The hull construction was 

plank on frame. The kit is 

supplied with laser cut 

plywood keel and frames. 

Carl mentioned that it was 

a difficult model to build, 

with the hull built in two 

halves in óclamshellô style. 

The original óSt Canuteô 

was built in Denmark as 

the St Knud in 1931 and 

worked for many years as 

tug/ice breaker and fire 

fighter in Odense harbour 

in Frederikshavn. Later 

she was sold to a British company for use in the clay ports of Cornwal. The St Canute 
was moored at the Exeter Maritime Museum, where she could be seen with her engine 

and boiler still in working condition. In 1999 she was purchased by a private investor 

and returned to her home waters of Terneuzen in the Netherlands. 

In summing up the Chairman said that all the models submitted were built to a very 

high standard and that, based on the judging criteria defined in the Club rules it had 

been decided to award the óPrototype Cupô to Paul Dôarch for his superbly built 

Thames launch óVictoriaô, he noted that this model was particularly worthy as the 

steam plant had also been scratch built. The óGo Fastô trophy was awarded to Carl 
Thursby for his excellent kit built óSt CanuteôƼ  
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International Model Boat Show (Warwick) 

Around twenty five members made the rather lengthy journey up to Warwickshire to 

visit this show last November. This exceptional support from our members was almost 

entirely due to the fact that Lou Monk kindly made a block booking with Cookôs 

Coaches, collected all the payments and co-ordinated the pick-ups. 

 

Despite the no-frills venue, the show is justifiably regarded as óThe premier model 

boat show in the UKô; with over six hundred model boats on display and most of the 

major traders in attendance, thereôs certainly a lot to see. Twenty five clubs and 
societies were present; all putting on very impressive displays of their memberôs 

models. Itôs notable how the standard of club displays at shows has steadily improved 

in recent years and with this show being held over three days the clubs make even 

more effort with their displays. 

The temporary indoor pool was well utilised throughout the day and was well 

managed by the organisers with óthemedô slots allocated to different categories of 

models and a good commentary being given on the activities. 

 

The flotilla of lifeboats from the 

óLifeboat Enthusiastsô Societyô 

was particularly impressive on the 

pool. The Society does much to 

support the RNLI and a group of 

their members is responsible for 
maintaining and restoring the 

lifeboats in the national collection 

at the Historic Dockyard at 

Chatham in Kent.  
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With the huge number of boats 

on show, thereôs always 

something to interest everyone, 

and óMaycockô will certainly 

appeal to vintage steam 

enthusiasts. She has been around 
the Victoria Park Model Steam 

Boat Club since 1938 and 

óhanded-downô through the years 

to various custodians within the 

club. She is built mainly in tin 

plate and brass, only the bridge 

deck being in wood. Power 

comes from a twin cylinder, double acting, slide valve engine having a 7/8ths bore and 

stroke. The engine also drives a boiler feed pump, via a gearbox, along with a bilge 

pump driven from the flywheel. The boiler is fired by a vaporising petrol blowlamp. 

Thereôs always such a huge variety of exhibits at this show, and thereôs bound to be 

something thatôs óthought provokingô. One item that particularly caught my eye was a 

display of vintage electric motors; a subject about which our own Dave Wiggins has 

written much in óModel Boatsô in his 

óCollectors Cornerô series. However, as a 

relative newcomer to the world of model 

boats, I cannot but marvel at the progress in 

electric motor technology that has taken 

place within the living memory of some of 
our own members. This óTaycol 

Supermarine Double Specialô is a good 

example. Dave tells me that this would 

have been in common use from the 50ôs 

through to the 70ôs. Compare this with the 

modern brushless motors we currently use in some of our fast electric boats. For a 

fraction of the weight and a fraction of the power consumption we have vastly more 

power available to us. The problem with our hobby is thereôs very little real 

ócommercial potentialô and hence little is invested in developing anything specific to 

the hobby. We therefore have to be grateful to all the industries that are much more 

commercially viable, and do invest in the development of things we eventually get to 

use. In this case, brushless motors have been commercially possible since the early 
60ôs. However, itôs really only the development of small mass produced electrical and 

electronic products, such as computer hard drives, CD/DVD players, small cooling 

fans in electronic equipment, and many other similar products that have made these 

motors recently available to us, at an affordable cost. This principle of course applies 

equally to many other things, such as adhesives and modern RC technology. So, just a 

thought ï I wonder what other devices or products, that we presently know little 

about, might we be using in ten years time? Ƽ  
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Annual Festival of Model Railways and Hobbies (Garon Park) 

This two day event organised by the 

Shoeburyness Model Railway Club 

was again a very relaxed and 

sociable weekend. Our own 

members turned out in force on both 

days to put on a very impressive 

display of boats, several of which 

had not previously been widely 
seen. As you can see here, our 

Treasurer John was on top form and 

óholding courtô, engaged in some 

deep meaningful discussion, 

possibly on whether to get a bacon 

baggett or a sausage sandwich, but then Val caught up with him and it was neither! 

Among the many visitors to the show 

was Mayor David Norman and here 
our Chairman Terry Moffat was 

taking the opportunity to do some 

ónetworkingô where it matters ï 

never a bad thing and all helps to 

maintain our good relations with the 

civic officials who provide our 

essential facilities. 

Meanwhile, the Mayoress, Mrs Jane Norman, 
was being shown around by my old friend 

and work colleague Jim Rogers, a member of 

the Shoebury Railway Clubôs organising 

committee. The Mayoress was showing great 

interest in John Saterlayôs very smart 

óilluminatedô model of óCap Domingoô. 

Carl Thursby was displaying his 

recently completed model of the 

ELCO 80 PT-596 Torpedo Boat. 
Carl received this as a retirement 

present. Intended as a static model 

this is Carlôs second RC conversion 

of such a model and I donôt think this 

one has yet been on the water. 
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One of the good things about 

this show is that we have the 

opportunity to get up-close and 

personal with some of the 

models we normally only see at 

the lake, and personally I get a 
chance to take some reasonable 

close-up pictures; a case in point 

is Bill Croucherôs model of the 

Frigate óHedingham Castleô. 

Here we see just a small section 

of the superstructure showing 

the intricate detail and one of 

the lifeboats. 

 

Similarly hereôs a close-up 

of a small area of Terry 

Moffatôs recently acquired 
1:32nd scale model of the 

twin screw berthing tug 

óImaraô, again showing one 

of the lifeboats. This model 

spent most of the weekend 

with the superstructure 

removed to display the most 

impressive twin steam plant 

installation.  

Typical of many of the 

period 'Imara' was a twin 

screw harbour tug, built to a Crown Colonies contract for delivery to Dar es Salaam. 

Thereafter she had a 

colourful history, ultimately 

entering Royal Naval 

service where she was 

renamed 'Perseverance'. 

With an overall length of 

1105mm and a beam of 

292mm this is a very 

impressive model indeed. 
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Eddie Cornwell was showing for the 

first time his recently completed and 

beautifully finished model of a typical 

representation of an early 1900ôs 

Thames river launch. Built on a GRP 

hull from Kingston Mouldings, who 
also supplied a basic plan; the model is 

powered by a John Hemmens 

Wharfdale steam plant driving a 

Richmond engine. Eddie made 

reference to many different sources for 

details of the design. 

The óperiodô dressed owner and his straw 
hatted crew member were created from 

odds and ends scrounged from Eddieôs 

wifeôs needle work box, while their heads 

and hands were obtained from óThe Dolls 

House Shopô, as were the tea set and 

flower pot. I look forward to seeing the 

model óin steamô on the water. 

Throughout the weekend Larry 

Hodgson was running a óChip 

Tray Hovercraftô workshop, and 

together with operating his 

prototype model, he provided 

plenty of interest for the public 

and other modellers. I was lucky 

enough to spend most of Sunday 

with Larry and just about 

managed to produce the basic 

structure for my own craft.          
I can tell you thereôs a lot more to it that you 

might expect and I can see why heôs spent some 

considerable time developing the design. This 

next picture shows most of the basic stages in 

the construction; however, what it doesnôt show 

is the need for óprecisionô in working on 

material that normally ends up in land fill! The 

basic materials required are three óchip traysô 

and a length of foam pipe lagging. Ƽ  
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A Season Gone ï Another to Look Forward to ï a personal view by 

Dave Wiggins 

Sixty three seasons of model boating at Southchurch Park without a break is some 

record to live up to but your brand new 2012 committee will do its very best! I gave 

up my Secretaryôs report at the AGM to save some time but, looking back on some of 

the highlights of last season, Iôd have to say that the rebirth of the sail scene within our 

ópowerboatô club was a most welcome one. 

Also, it is especially nice to see ósteamô on the lake again. When I joined back in 1963 

there were many steam boats most of them scratch built by retired mechanical or 

marine engineers and all of them largely using óStuartô engines. Unlike the current 

crop, a few were very fast. I recall the late John Chapmanôs unbounded delight when 

one of his semi flash straight runners was disqualified by the race officer for running 

in excess of the course speed limit which was then 12mph! Speaking as a regular 

óstopperô from the clubs straight running era I can tell you that stopping a flash 

steamer running at high speed was no fun at all, as one received a face full of hot 

steam and blowlamp heat while bending down to stop such a craft. So many 

congratulations to Paul Dôarch for winning the Prototype Cup ï our premier trophy - 
with his steam boat. During 2011 Iôve witnessed Pauls launch, Gerryôs clinker launch 

and Terryôs Imara tug all running under steam. Letôs see some more during 2012! 

The scale regattas were not very well attended last season. Ray is hoping to improve 

on this and itôs up to all of us to support him in this. Not all of us care for the tight 

steering courses that have been used in recent times, preferring a ófun dayô event and 

Iôm one of them. But that should not prevent us bringing a boat to a scale regatta. The 

unwelcome drama of the F.E. race officerôs departure during the year did the club no 
favours but we got over it. Peter Moffat will be putting on race events much as in 

previous seasons so letôs all help by volunteering to lap score etc. Angela Mears is 

starting with a clean slate as we have not run a sail regatta for decades. Iôm sure we all 

wish her well in her endeavour and clearly, weôll need to put up a sail trophy at some 

stage. 

Other people have spoken and written about the shows we attend. Those I can get to I 

enjoy but the effort required to put these things on is immense ï and a lot of us are 

getting older. Sometimes the effort, expenditure and transport required is, I think, out 
of all proportion to the small number of members who attend some of these shows. 

Our late President was always encouraging members to support regattas at our own 

lake in preference to going to away events and I tend to agree. 

Thatôs just my own thoughts. I look forward to seeing you all next season. At home or 

away! Ƽ  
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Annual Prize Giving and AGM 

Our AGM was held at the Civic Centre, and unlike the previous year was not 

hampered by the severe weather we had at that time. Consequently we enjoyed a 

record attendance, including several new members. 

The evening started with the presentation of the various trophies by our President Eve 
Chapman; our worthy trophy winners are pictured below; followed by their positions. 

Class  First   Second  Third  

MINI ECO Sam Cracknell Tony Riebold Larry Hodgeson 

GT400  Tony Riebold Gary Gibson Carl Thursby 

CLUB-500 Tony Riebold John Saterlay Gary Gibson 

Scale (large) Paul Ryan Frank Lunn 

Scale (medium) Paul Ryan Alan Lunn  Andy Seymour 

Scale (Small) Peter Moffat Gerry Towner 

Snr Prototype Paul Dôarch 

Go-Fast Trophy Carl Thursby 

Vic-Chair Cup Sam Cracknell 
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The AGM followed the usual pattern with the Officerôs Reports and of particular 
significance, the Treasurer reported that although weôd had a fairly expensive year and 

our current cash balance was low, he did not perceive a need to increase the annual 

subscriptions. However, he did propose that we would hold a óBring and Buyô event in 

the coming year. He did note that it may be appropriate to increase the subs next time 

around. 

In his Chairmanôs Report Terry Moffat commented on some of the issues raised by 

attendances at óawayô events; in particular the need for more members to help with 

transporting equipment, such as gazebos and tables to the venue. He also noted that it 
was becoming increasingly difficult to obtain passes for the various events. Typically 

organisers are asking for precise details of ówhoô passes are issued to, including Club 

membership numbers, which effectively precludes non-members being provided with 

passes. He suggested that where appropriate partners and spouses could become 

members, and that all those issued with passes should assist with setting up, breaking 

down, stewarding the stand and operating models, where this is appropriate. 

The President ï Yvonne Chapman ï gave a brief personal address, after which she 

thanked the 2011 committee for their efforts and called on them to formally step down 
before new officers were elected for the 2012 season. 

The Chairman, Treasurer/Vice Chairman, Secretary, Publicity Officer and Webmaster 

had all indicated that they were willing to continue in their roles and were all 

consequently elected unopposed. Peter Moffat had volunteered to take on the vacant 

position of Fast Electric Officer, Ray Malone had volunteered to take over the position 

of Scale Secretary from Andy Seymour and Angela Mears had also volunteered to 

take over the position of Sailing Secretary from Chris Oram. Consequently the 
committee for 2012 is as follows: 

 

President Yvonne Chapman  

Chairman Terry Moffat 

Vice-Chairman John Saterlay 

Honô Secretary Dave Wiggins 

Honô Treasurer John Saterlay 

Scale Secretary Ray Malone 

Race Secretary Peter Moffat 

Sail Secretary Angela Mears 

Publicity Officer Peter Bone 

Webmaster Steve Bone 

 

Ƽ  
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2012 Frostbite Regatta (incorporating Tony Rose Memorial Trophy) 

Our first formal pond-side event of 2012 was very well supported with a good many 

yachts and scale boats on the water, together with a few fast electricôs getting their 

first test runs of the season. The day was dry and mild, with a moderate wind to please 

the sailing folk. Our new Scale Secretary, Ray Malone, arrived early and with the help 

of other scale enthusiast, set out a very extensive steering course. 

Many of the scale boat skippers were happy to navigate around the course just for fun; 

however, around half a dozen members accepted the challenge to complete the two 

courses that Ray had designed, both of which included the dreaded ómirrorô section. 

Ray had brought along his 

latest creation, a 14 inch long 

GRP óBoom Boatô this is 

driven and steered by a 
Graupner óShottleô or óZô 

drive, mounted under the hull, 

towards the bow. The drive 

can be rotated through 100 

degrees, thus eliminating the 

need for a rudder. Drive is 

from a 540 motor on 6 volts. 

This was the boatôs maiden 

voyage and after only a short 

period of familiarisation Ray 

completed both courses with 
a completely clear score! 

This shot of Rayôs model 

performing a ópirouetteô 

might look a little ódramaticô, 

however, if you have access 

to the internet, take a look at 

this video-clip on You Tube 

and you will see that this is 
just like the real thing: 

http://tinyurl.com/7x42dse. 

Itôs good to see people 

pushing the óboundariesô in 

model boat building. Iôm 

looking forward to seeing 

another óunusualô model in the near future when Colin Sharpôs new óShip Docking 

Moduleô eventually arrives at the lake. 

http://tinyurl.com/7x42dse
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For those of you who may not be 

aware, the Tony Rose Memorial 

Trophy was presented to the club by 

Tonyôs widow, following his sad and 

somewhat premature death some 

years ago. Tony was a very 
enthusiastic member of the club, and 

particularly enjoyed scale steering 

events. Although this was well before 

my time in the club, I was privileged 

to have known Tony from our days of 

working with the MoD on Foulness 

Island. The competition is quite an 

informal event, with all boat lengths 

competing in a single class; however, the score does not contribute to the annual scale 

steering trophies. Here we see our President Eve presenting the trophy to Ray for his 

winning, óno faultsô round. 

The sail boat skippers were out in 

force and had some buoys out to 

provide a course to sail around. I 

think this may set the pattern for a 

while, providing excellent practice 

for racing, but in a relaxed and 

informal manner. Certainly from 

my own point of view, sailing 
around a course forces us to sail a 

in a specific direction, rather than 

in the direction the boat happens to 

go best. I can remember getting 

myself into trouble a few times in 

my dinghy sailing days by doing exactly that, and whilst it was fun, I didnôt always 

end up where I should have been! 

As you can see here, although this was just 
ósocialô sailing, the skippers were nevertheless 

still keen to be first to round the buoy. 

Overall this was an excellent start to our yearôs 

boating; some good boating in a very relaxed 

sociable atmosphere; letôs hope we have many 

more such days in the coming season, only a little 

more ósunô would be nice! Ƽ  
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Buoys and Boats 

At our Frostbite Regatta in January, we were pleased to welcome for the first time, 

new member Kevin Windle, running, his superbly built óBilly-Jeanô, a 1:8th scale 

model of the Fairey Marine Huntsman 31. Kevin built this classic model from the all 

timber óPrecedentô kit, obtained from the Anglia Model Centre at Gorleston, Great 

Yarmouth, I have to admit that this supplier was a new one to me, so a quick poke 

about on the net and their website was found at: www.angliamodelcentre.com, for 

those preferring the personal touch, their phone number is: 01493 664815. The two 

óPrecedentô kits offered, i.e. the Huntsman and the Perkasa, are interesting as each are 
offered in two different sizes, and with a choice of all wood construction, or GRP hull 

version; they are also very reasonably priced at between £99.99 and £149.99. 

The beautifully ólaidô 

deck on Kevinôs model is 

a particularly nice feature, 

which includes strips of 

contrasting veneer 

between the planks. At 46 
inches long the model 

very imposing on the 

water and we hope to see 

more of it on the lake 

over the coming season. 

Kevin commented that 

although it was a good 
kit, he did feel the need to 

add a lot of additional 

detail with timber items being obtained from the óBalsa Cabinô. The paint finish on 

the boat is cellulose applied by 

air brush, which is a change 

from the more common 

Halfordôs acrylic based 

aerosolsô. Whilst relatively new 

to model boating Kevin, is an 

experienced model builder, 

having been an RC model flyer 

for many years. He is currently 
building the Precedent kit of the 

1:24th scale Vosper 

Thorneycroft óPerkasaô gas 

turbine attack craft.   

http://www.cylex-uk.co.uk/great%20yarmouth/
http://www.cylex-uk.co.uk/great%20yarmouth/
http://www.angliamodelcentre.com/
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Daveôs fleet of little Canadianôs expands! (by Dave Wiggins) 

As part of an enforced move to very small scale 
boats I recently completed and have been running a 

1/24
th
 scale model of óViolaô which is a very early 

gasoline launch built by Ditchburnôs of 

Gravenhurst, Ontario in 1912. Ditchburn Boats were 

the biggest builder on the lakes between about 1910 

and 1930. Owned now by the Wingfelder family in 

the USA, Viola is a large 36 foot óhardtopô which is 

to say that it has a timber cabin for all weather use ï 

nowadays - on Georgian Bay (Lake Huron). The cabin is not an original feature being 

added by her first owner just after WW2. 

The second of my new, small, timber Canadian launch fleet is a 1/12
th
 scale model of 

óEvangelineô, a 20 foot utility (a óutilityô being a simple launch for collecting oneôs 

post and groceries or visiting other cottages). This is another Ditchburn, this one built 

in 1933 for the Hunter family of Port Carling who still use her every summer when up 

at their cottage. Evangeline particularly interested me as she is clinker built in 

varnished mahogany and is a ósoft topô. This model is my first ever attempt at clinker 

boatbuilding albeit a tiny bit of a cheat, being planked over a 1/32ôô ply inner skin 

which makes her 100% waterproof however bad my planking! And, by the way, 

before any smarty pants type thinks to enquire, the real boat is indeed nailed with 
simple clout nails and is not riveted and roved as clinker hulls often are so the 

óHobbiesô brass dome heads Iôve used are correct. 

Evangeline was researched 

in October 2010, started 

last May and completed 

October 2011. I hope to be 

able to launch her next 

spring before I return to the 
Canadian lakes next 

summer.  The owners of 

the real Evangeline have 

expressed a wish to meet 

and my little model will 

very likely be featured in 

Canadian óClassic Boatô 

next year. 

These two pictures show óEvangelineô the model and its inspiration 
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These are a couple 

of shots of the full 

size Evangeline on 

the lakes with the 

Hunter family of 

Port Carling aboard 
for a family cruise. 

 

The last of what will be an initial trio of all new 18-19 inch long, Canadian launches 

may be óGemô. This is a 21 foot; fast open carvel mahogany launch built at the 
Greavette yard in Ontario for a wealthy Toronto fur dealing family in 1931 and is 

currently owned by a family in Montreal. 

Gem is a rather unusual choice as she is actually an American boat in disguise being a 

Dart óMohawkô built by Greavette under license. Dart boats went bust soon after Bert 

Greavette took out his license to build 3 of the American designs in Canada and it was 

Greavette not Dart who went on to build a name in high speed hull design during the 

thirties, building the now famous Art-Deco inspired óStreamlinerô and óSheerlinerô 

boats to order. Iôve got plans for a couple of these beautiful craft, www.acbs.ca is my 
source for these and is well worth a look if youôre interested, but would never dare to 

attempt building one such is the complexity of their multiple curves. Of course, 

Canada is famous for its many ósteamersô which are to be seen almost everywhere you 

go and no doubt steamed timber was much employed. My Gem is thus not really a 

true Greavette but I chose her for that reason ï relative simplicity. 

Another possibility is Sevlo (pictured right). 

Sevlo is a really lovely large ósedanô (hardtop), 
boat built by Ditchburnôs for, and still used by, 

the Severn Lodge Resort complex. who ordered 

her way back. Originally used as essential water 

transport to bring guests from the nearest railhead 

to the lodge for their vacation she is now used for 

Lakeland cruises and for weddings. 

Iôm not yet sure which way to go. If I opt for Sevlo she will have to be in 1/24th scale, 

like my Viola, but a touch longer and slimmer at 21 inches loa. I actually have two 
choices if I model Sevlo as she was built c 1920ôs with a smaller cabin than the one 

shown ï a later, smarter, improvement. Gem would be, at 18 inches loa, and 1/12
th
, 

scale, much easier for me to transport to regattas by bus. She would also be much 

more of a ógoerô on the small (100Watt), óTenshock styleô brushless systems I favour 

ï a definite plus for Old Dave! Ƽ  

http://www.acbs.ca/
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Fast Electric Racing: (by Peter Moffat) 

As most people will know I have been elected Fast Electric Race Officer for the 2012 

season. This year Iôm hoping to build on the success we have seen in the last couple of 

years within the FE section. We are continuing to run all three race classes (GT400, 

Club 500 and Ten-shock Mini Eco), as well as having a Ten-shock Mini Eco Speed 

Triangle event. 

There will be a couple of slight changes to the format of the race days, mainly that 

race numbers will be allocated at the start of the season based on where you finished 

in the 2011 championship. Each racer will carry this number throughout the entire 

season. Following some trials that took place at the back end of 2011 a decision has 

been made to allow the use of ólipoô batteries in the ten-shock class, these will be 

limited to 2s1p 2200mha. A decision will be made at the end of the season as to 

whether itôs a successful change or not. Further details will be distributed to all racers 

prior to the start of the season. 

Finally I would like to wish everyone success in the coming season, with close and 

competitive racing. 

Thanks for that Peter. For anyone wishing 

to start out in Fast Electric racing, the 

Club 500 class is a good way to start; 

these boats are easy to build and maintain, 

they are also robust, particularly good in 
rough conditions, inexpensive to build and 

good fun to race. 

Until recently the Club 500 kit was 

produced by óModel Slipwayô, however, 

as some of you may be aware, last year this 

business underwent a significant 

ódownsizingô as the owners went into semi-
retirement. As a result of these changes the 

production of the Club 500 was transferred to 

an internet based business called óClub 500 

Slipwayô, their website is at: 

www.club500slipway.com tel: 07884 

071122. The cost of the standard kit is 

£43.50 plus £9 p&p. They also sell a range of 

accessories and a full complement of spare 

parts. Interestingly, they also market a variation on the original model called the óClub 

500 Ghostô which is moulded in clear PetG plastic, providing the possibility of 

internal decorative lighting. Some of you may have seen this example at the Warwick 

show last November. Ƽ  

http://www.club500slipway.com/
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Sailing Scene (by Angela Mears) 

Firstly, Iôd like to thank the club committee for bestowing both the position and 

challenge of Sailing Secretary upon me and to tell you a little of the general idea for 

sailing during the coming year. 

Over the past twelve months or so there has been a significant and rather impressive 
increase in the number of sailing yachts (of all class and sizes) on Southchurch Park 

Lake, sailed by existing club members and community folk, some of whom have not 

hesitated in joining our club. Also, there will hopefully be a few more new sails on the 

lake this year with several club members completing new builds and refurbôs soon. Of 

course, with all this sailing activity taking place there appears to be a need to add 

some light structure to our fun days sail-wise and for someone to help organise one or 

two regattas to get the old competitive juices flowing! 

Now, I must stress that, as many of you already know, I am in the ónoviceô league 
when it comes to model yacht racing and am still learning various different aspects of 

the hobby, with much of my knowledge coming from fellow club members who are 

experienced in either model yacht sailing or full size yacht sailing. But nevertheless 

what I lack in experience, I can make up for in enthusiasm! 

As folk will be able to see, several sail events have been pencilled in on our clubôs 

calendar. This is probably going to be a period of experimenting as this will be the 

first year that the club has planned events for yacht sailing in quite some time and I 

would expect that there will be some tweaking to the sail programme as the year goes 
on. The regattas that are listed will have some races included for which rules, classes 

and laps etc will be decided on the day amongst participants, depending upon weather 

conditions and yachts attending. 

Although many regular sailing members have shown a keenness to add some 

excitement and dimension to our sailing episodes, many have also expressed that it 

would take a lot of the fun away from their hobby if there was more time spent 

contesting decisions and infringements by the pond side, than actually having their 
yachts on it! I agree and for this reason itôs been amicably agreed amongst sailing 

members for now that only some basic fundamental rules are applied to the races this 

year. As our club is run by its members, for its members, itôs only fair that the concept 

for the sailing events is inspired by the members. With this in mind, any ideas and 

suggestions will be very welcome; as itôs my intention that our time sailing at the lake 

should remain very much an enjoyable experience, with the relaxed atmosphere that 

itôs maintained so far and hope it continues to attract many new model yacht sailors, 

as it has done already! 

I shall take this opportunity to thank you all in advance for the support I am confident 

you will show for the events ahead. 

Happy sailing! Ƽ  
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An Image from our club Picture Archive (by Dave Wiggins) 

This issues óYe Oldeô picture double is, again from our 1963 óOPENô, and shows two 

of the hydroplane entries running óon the wireô and at high speed photographed, from 

within the lake using panned 35mm film cameras, by the late Malcolm Stride. My 

guess would be 10cc or 15cc models travelling at about 50 - 70mph. Thereôs nothing 

more to say really except that one of the boats is V-13 NOBBY run by the late Lenô 

óNobbyô Lara of the Victoria Club who was a regular at Southend óopensô back then. 

His Son Norman is still running hydroplanes and is, like his Father, an MPBA 

member. 

 

 

Editorôs note: 

Having been at the lakeside many times attempting to capture good quality pictures of 
high speed electric boats with a modern digital camera, some of which have appeared 

in these pages, I can really appreciate the difficulty in getting shots like these. 
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Programme of Events 2012 

All events at Southchurch Park Lake commence at 11am unless otherwise stated 

 

February  

03-Feb Meeting Unitarian Meeting House 7:30pm 

March  

02-Mar Meeting Unitarian Meeting House 7:30pm 

11-Mar Sailing Regatta 

25-Mar Fast Electric óSpeed Triangleô 

30 March Meeting Unitarian Meeting House 7:30pm 

April   

01-Apr Scale Steering Regatta, Round 1 

15-Apr Spring Open Fun Day ï Scale, Sail & Fast Electric ï 10:30am start 

22-April  Fast Electric Racing ï Competition Round 1 - 10am start 

May  

04-May 
Pondside Meeting Southchurch Park Lake Inc Spring Venetian Night 

7:00pm 

06-May Scale Steering Regatta, Round 2 - 11am start 

13-May Fast Electric Racing ï Club Competition Round 2 ï 10am start 

20-May Tug Towing 

27 - May Sailing Regatta 

June  

01-Jun Pondside Meeting ï Southchurch Park Lake 7:00pm 

3-June Sailing Regatta 

09-10 Jun Southwater Dabblers Charity Weekend, Alfold, Surrey 9:00am 

17-Jun 
Summer Open Fun Day ï Scale & Sail 

Fast Electric Racing ï Competition Round 3  ï 10am start 

24-Jun Blackwater Country Show (near Heybridge Basin, Maldon) 9:00am 

23-24 Jun Wings & Wheels Model Show ï North Weald Airfield 9:00am 

  



   

Page 23 
 

July  

06-Jul Pondside Meeting ï Southchurch Park Lake 7:00pm 

08-Jul Fast Electric Racing ï Competition Round 4  ï 10am start 

15-Jul Scale Steering Regatta, Round 3 

22-July Sailing Regatta 

August  

03-Aug Pondside Meeting ï Southchurch Park Lake ï 7:00pm 

04 & 5Aug 

Festival of Model Boating 2012, Scale both days - 10:30am 

Sailing Regatta Saturday 

Fast Electric Racing ï Club Competition Round 5 - Sunday 10am 

12-Aug Tug Towing Competition, Round 1 

19-Aug Scale Steering Regatta, Round 4 

September  

02-Sep Ramsgate Vikings Model Ships Rally West Cliff  Ramsgate 9:00am 

07-Sep Pondside Mtg (Autumn Venetian Night) ï Southchurch Park ï 7:00pm 

8- 9 Sep Essex Country Show, Barleylands, Billericay 9:00am 

15-16 Sep Southern Model Air Show, Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 9am 

22- 23-Sep Kingsfold Vintage Rally (www.wealdpower.co.uk) 

October  

05-Oct 
Meeting Unitarian Meeting House 7:30pm 

(Prototype and Go-Fast Judging for scratch and kit built boats)  

14-Oct Sailing Regatta 

November  

02-Nov Meeting Unitarian Meeting House 7:30pm 

17-18 Nov Festival of Model Railways & Hobbies ï Garonôs Park 9:00am 

December  

07-Dec Annual General Meeting - Unitarian Meeting House 7:30pm 

 

If possible, check the Club website for last minute changes: www.smpbc.co.uk 

Ƽ  

http://www.smpbc.co.uk/
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And in the wake 

Iôve mentioned in the past that we sometimes stumble across potentially interesting, 

historical or maybe even ósadô looking craft around the inland waterways. We passed 

this vessel in a somewhat obscure part of the system on the óCalder and Hebble 

Navigationô in Yorkshire last summer. Iôm not too sure how to categorise this one, but 

it does beg the question as to what its history might be, and how did it end up here? If 

anyone has any suggestions Iôd be pleased to hear from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally:  As youôve seen, weôve been fortunate to include input from a few other 

members this time around, which does help to provide us with a bit of variety. Iôm 

always pleased to receive input from members and Iôm happy to provide any 

assistance that might be needed; so if youôve anything you would like to contribute 

please let me know. Iôm also pleased to receive relevant pictures from members, 

preferably full resolution, and if possible with a few words of explanation. If Iôm not 

able to use them in the Waveguide they can always be up-loaded to our website. 

As always, Iôm very grateful to all those who have assisted in the production and 

distribution this Waveguide. Ƽ 

 

Editor: Peter Bone 

Printing: Colin Sharp 

Website: Stephen Bone, email: info@smpbc.co.uk  
Website: www.smpbc.co.uk 
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